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Book about Slovenia Heralds Huge Triumphs in Little Land

PALO ALTO, Calif.  May, 2009.   Finding Slovenia:  A Guide to Old Europe’s New Country  tells the success story of a stunningly beautiful New Jersey-sized land that lifted from a feudalistic past 

to lead the European Union as an independent nation in the space of two generations.

Fleeing imperial Austria before the scourge of two world wars, the author’s grandparents could never have imagined their homeland as a free nation.   Stanford-educated Attorney Jacqueline Widmar Stewart’s new book portrays the natural and cultural history of the green gem, long hidden away in Central Europe.  With full-color photographs, maps, charts and illustrations, the 200-page hardbound book is being published in Slovenia by Mladinska knjiga zalozba.

Ms. Stewart holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in French and German from the University of Colorado, a Master of Arts degree in French language and literature from the University of Michigan, and a Juris Doctorate from Stanford University.  She also studied in Athens, Greece; Bonn, Germany; and Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Centrally-situated in Europe, Slovenia’s towering Alps, sun-drenched Adriatic coast, Old-World capital Ljubljana, castles, thermal springs and vineyards remain unspoiled.  The book presents an inside-outside view, exploring centuries-long favorite places like Ljubljana and Bled, but also lesser-known parks, trails and footpaths.  The reader learns how to share Slovenia’s love of nature in hiking, skiing, swimming, fishing, boating, climbing, outdoor dining and wine, as well as how to stay in tourist farms, hot spring spas or historic castles.

The author is the first non-Slovenian whose work is being initiated in its original English language by Slovenia’s largest publisher.  Her first book, The Glaciers’ Treasure Trove:  A Field Guide to the Lake Michigan Riviera, gives a personal tour of five little-known parks along the southern tip of Lake Michigan, along with their geologic and philanthropic histories.  Currently she is writing her next book, concerning Paris parks.   Please see www.lexicuspress.com for more information.

In the past 18 years Slovenia gained its independence, became a member of the European Union and served as its president.  The author counsels readers to appreciate the present by knowing the past.



As you travel around Slovenia,



Think of the tales the hills could tell you.



Share the awe of natural wonder.



Tread the trails, but as you wander,


Honor the age-old endeavors to be 



Literate, informed, democratic and free.





Jacqueline Widmar Stewart
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